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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicants arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Waibel et al. (5,855,000). 

In regard to claims 1,5,6,9,10,1 1,15,16,19, and 20, Waibel et al. show a system, 
computer readable storage, and method for speech recognition comprising: determining 
a recognition result for received user speech comprising text (fig. 3, item 103), 
comparing said confidence score (claimed conditional probability) to a threshold (col. 9- 
10), and presenting the user with at least one alternate word candidate (Fig. 9) or 
character corresponding to the recognition result (item 65). Waibel et al. show a system 
and method for a speech recognizer, which includes determining confidence scores and 
alternate word lists (Abstract, col. 5-6). Waibel et al. do not specifically show that the 
alternate world list is a result of the confidence score not exceeding a predetermined 
threshold. The Examiner takes Official Notice that one of ordinary skill in the art would 
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know that alternate word lists are usually displayed when there is a problem with the 
recognized result (inherently a recognition result not meeting a minimum threshold). 
Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to add this feature because comparing confidence levels are commonly used 
in speech recognition systems to make the system more accurate. 

In regard to claims 2 and 12, Waibel et al. show that the user can pick the correct 
recognition result from the displayed results (col. 2, In 1-5). 

In regard to claims 3,4,13, and 14, Brown et al. show the system discussed 
above which shows that the alternate word candidate can be phonetically similar to 
recognition result (col. 11-12, confusion sets contain phonetically similar results). 

In regard to claims 7 and 17, Waibel show the system discussed above but do 
not specifically show that the result is displayed in graphical format. The Examiner takes 
Official Notice that one of ordinary skill in the art would know how to change a written 
result or table into a graphical display. Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to add this feature because it provides the 
system with a more user-friendly output or display. 

In regard to claims 8 and 18, Waibel et al. show the system discussed above 
which includes an interface (Fig. 1, item 26). This interface presents the alternate word 
candidate to the user (col. 10). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan McFadden whose telephone number is 703-308- 
6693. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:30-6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doris To can be reached on 703-305-4827. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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